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The importance of World Heritage Status
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1 031
UNESCO World Heritage sites in

1 63
countries
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Heritage is our legacy 
from the past 
what we live with today  
and what we pass on to future  
generations



A history that makes you dream…

1959 : The ooding of the Abu Simbel temples,
a treasure of ancient Egyptian civilization



Geirangerfjord and Nærøyfjord
World Heritage value
• Scenically

Outstanding landscapes

• World’s deepest
and longest fjords

• Rock basins reaching

500m below sea level
• Remnants of human

historical past



World Heritage sites:
What is different from other MPAs?

Listing in Danger
or removal of the
World Heritage List

Part of a prestigious
collection of iconic
marine places

World Heritage
Committee

reporting



The prestigious World Heritage  
recognition  
comes with the 
responsibility 
to protect Outstanding Universal Value 



Conservation challenges
• Unsustainable tourism
• Adequate monitoring system



World Heritage
Marine Sites

Managing effectively
the world’s most iconic
Marine Protected Areas

W orld
Heritage
Convention

United Nations

Cultural Organization

s
W
O
R
L
D
H
ERITAGE s P A TR I MOI N

E
M
O
N
D
IA
L

s
PA

TRIM
ON I O MU NDIA

L

B
E
S
T
P
R
A
C
TI
C
E
G
U
ID
E

S h ar i n g B e s t P rac ti c e
47 Worl d H eri tage m ari n e si tes i n 3 5 cou n tri es
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M aki n g su ccess stori es rep l i cab l e



Norwegian Fjords
and Glacier Bay
• Ecosystems with outstanding geology
• Strong tourism demand / short visiting season

• Arrivals by cruise shipping
• 25 yearsof World Heritage experience in Glacier Bay



Rewards
Success

People with Vision



For information:
whc.unesco.org/en/programme-marin/
Contact: f.douvere@unesco.org

Follow us on


